
NIH SKI & TRAVEL CLUB!
Early May 2018!

!
15 Days - Scenic National Parks!

!
The itinerary details for Scenic National Parks include:!!
Day 1: Flight to Las Vegas and welcome gathering, 6:00 p.m., at the hotel!!
Day 2: Depart Las Vegas for the towering cliffs, Zion National Park, then it’s 
onward to Bryce Canyon, home to the world’s concentration of hoodoos-tall 
limestone spires that rise majestically from the desert floor.  Full Breakfast; 
Dinner!!
Day 3: Leave the red rock canyons and travel north to Utah’s capital. See the 
famed Temple Square headquarters to the Mormon Church and home to the 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir. Full Breakfast!!
Day 4:  Get a glimpse of the route of the pioneers as you cross the Oregon Trail 
and enter Wyoming. Stop in Montpelier at the Oregon Trail Center. Through 
interactive exhibits, glimpse the thrills and challenges of the old trail. Enjoy lunch!
before departing to scenic Jackson, standing in the shadows of the ice peaks of 
the Grand Tetons. Full Breakfasts; Lunch!!
Day 5: Traverse through Grand Teton National Park on the way to 
Yellowstone, established in1872 as the world’s first National Park. Enjoy a 
two nights stay inside Yellowstone National Park.  Full Breakfast; Dinner!!
Day 6: Free time sightseeing in Yellowstone with the stunning waterfalls 
and chance to see bison and elk. Join a local specialist to explore the 
spouting geysers, bubbling hot springs, and mud paint pots. Watch in 
wonder as Old Faithful’s waters arc over 100 feet into the air. This evening, !
relax under the great basin of stars. Full Breakfast!!!!



Day 7: Head east to the town Cody and get a glimpse into its lively history 
with local specialist at the Buffalo Bill Center of the West. Then it’s on to Big 
Sky Country for a Be My Guest dinner featuring local cuisine and a host 
who welcomes you with true western hospitality. Full Breakfast; Dinner!!
Day 8: Billings-Little Bighorn-Rapid City visit little Bighorn the infamous 
battlefield where Custer led his men against a battalion of Sioux and 
Cheyenne warriors. Then, travel east through the Black Hills to Rapid City. 
Full Breakfast!!
Day 9: Discover the natural and manmade wonders of the Black Hills with a 
drive through stunning scenery on the way to visit the Crazy Horse 
Memorial, a mountain carving of the famed war chief of the Lakota people. 
Then visit Mount Rushmore and gaze in awe at this towering tribute. This 
afternoon return to Rapid City before gathering with your Travel Director 
and fellow travelers for a festive dinner featuring StephenYellowhawk who 
shares his tribe’s history through dance and song. Full Breakfast; Dinner!!
Day 10: Cross some of west’s most beautiful terrain today as you travel 
through the expansive grassland of Wyoming on your way to Denver, the 
Mile High City. Full Breakfast!!
Day 11: Ascend into the foothills of the Rockies and cross the Continental 
Divide on your way to the resort destination of Vail founded in1966 at the 
base of the largest ski mountain in the United States. Then it’s on to Moab 
where in the late1940’s, the legendary John Ford discovered the area’s 
rugged beauty and filmed the first of many movies here. Tonight is yours - 
perhaps opt for taking in the sunset over the red cliffs. Full Breakfast!!
Day 12: Today embark on a journey to explore two National Parks. 
Discover stunning Canyonlands National Park and visit magnificent Arches 
National Park where the wind and rain have have eroded the sandstone 
into more than 2,000 natural arches. Full Breakfast!!
    !!!!



 !
Day 13: Between AD 600 and1300 the Ancestral Puebloan people carved 
houses and entire communities out of the sandstone of the canyon walls at 
Mesa Verde National Park, now a UNESCO WORLD SITE. Explore some 
of the cliff-top buildings and look down at the Cliff House, the largest cliff 
dwelling in the world. Tonight, enjoy a unique Navajo cookout and regional 
meal on the floor of Monument Valley. Full Breakfast; Dinner!!
Day 14: Monument Valley - Grand Canyon !
Marvel at Monument Valley’s landscape of towering sandstone buttes in 
special open-air vehicles accompanied by a guide. Visit the land of the 
Navajo people, stopping at historic Cameron Trading Post. Breathtaking 
views along scenic Desert View Drive just hint at the most spectacular of all!
vistas - the vast panorama of a the Grand Canyon unfolding before you. 
Meet with a local specialist who will enlighten you about the more than 1.7 
billion years of geology revealed in the canyon. Tonight, toast your grand 
adventure at a Farewell Dinner inside the park. Full Breakfast; Dinner!!
Day 15: Hit the road back to Las Vegas International Airport. Full Breakfast


